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Over the past years shortages of medicine have been on the rise, not only in the EU but world-

wide.1 Though the causes for medicine shortages are multiple, some main problems have become 

evident over the last years: among those are the concentration of the supply chain to fewer and 

fewer producers (and individual facilities) of API’s and raw materials, increasing dependency on 

such producers/facilities. Hence, when problems arise at these production sites they can lead to 

shortages. Furthermore, since many raw materials and/or API’s come from India and China2, 

dependency concerns of geopolitical nature have arisen. 

https://www.who.int/medicines/publications/druginformation/WHO_DI_30-2_Medicines.pdf?ua=1
https://ec.europa.eu/health/sites/health/files/files/committee/ev_20191217_788_en.pdf
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/ema-reviewing-medicines-containing-valsartan-zhejiang-huahai-following-detection-impurity-some
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/ema-reviewing-medicines-containing-valsartan-zhejiang-huahai-following-detection-impurity-some
https://affordablemedicines.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/addressing_the_root_causes_of_medicines_shortages_-_eu_supply_chain_stakeholders_views_on_root_causes_and_solutions.pdf
https://affordablemedicines.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/addressing_the_root_causes_of_medicines_shortages_-_eu_supply_chain_stakeholders_views_on_root_causes_and_solutions.pdf
https://affordablemedicines.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/addressing_the_root_causes_of_medicines_shortages_-_eu_supply_chain_stakeholders_views_on_root_causes_and_solutions.pdf


https://www.fiercepharma.com/manufacturing/tainted-valsartan-has-been-market-four-years-fda-discovers
https://aesgp.eu/content/uploads/2020/07/AESGP_PP_Shortages_2020.pdf
https://www.basg.gv.at/en/market-surveillance/reporting/medicine-shortages#c21154
https://www.basg.gv.at/en/market-surveillance/reporting/medicine-shortages#c21154
https://www.expresspharma.in/management-pharma/accident-analysis/
https://www.expresspharma.in/management-pharma/accident-analysis/
https://www.alleseuropa.net/in-rouen-france-lubrizol-factory-under-an-intensive-investigation-after-fire-outrages/
https://www.alleseuropa.net/in-rouen-france-lubrizol-factory-under-an-intensive-investigation-after-fire-outrages/


https://www.basg.gv.at/en/market-surveillance/reporting/medicine-shortages#c21154
https://www.basg.gv.at/en/market-surveillance/reporting/medicine-shortages#c21154
https://govzilla.com/blog/2020/04/pharma-did-covid-19-kill-just-in-time-pharma-supply-chains/
https://www.gartner.com/smarterwithgartner/diversifying-global-supply-chains-for-resilience/
http://gomarketwise.com/blog/importance-supply-chain-diversity/
https://www.ideasforleaders.com/ideas/supply-chain-risk-diversification-vs-under-diversification
https://www.ideasforleaders.com/ideas/supply-chain-risk-diversification-vs-under-diversification
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